
In continuing our compilation of speeches of emi¬
nent citizens who have come forward to give the
benefit of their counsel on the great issue which is
soon to decide the destinies of the country, we have
the pleasure to present to our readers to-day a

recent speech of Mr. Webster, and are glad tha1
our space permits us to give it almost entire.

Mr. WEBSTER'S SPEECH AT ABINGTON, (Mam.)
mox THIS BOSTON COURIER Of TUB*!)AT.

The Whig Convention of Plymouth county met

by adjournment at Abington Centre yesterday tore-
noon at ten o'clock. A great number of citizens
from Boston, as well as from the several towns of
Plymouth, assembled ,on the occasion, for the pur¬
pose of listening to the address of Mr. Weuster.

The members of the Convention met first at the
Town Hall, from which they adjourned to a beau¬
tiful pine grove, about a quarter of a mile distant,
where a staging and canopy had been erected for
the occasion. The number of persons assembled
is estimated at above three thousand. Among these
we remarked many ladies.
The resolutions which had been reported at the

previous meeting were read to the Convention by
> Mr. Davis, »f Plymouth; after which Mr. Webster
was introducid to the audience by the Hon. Ben¬
jamin IIobart, the President. Mr. Webster was

greeted with prolonged and enthusiastic cheers, and
proceeded to adding the multitude to the following
purport:

I congratulate you, gentlemen, on thin bright and beautiful
October morning. I hope and trust it may prove auspicious
of good resuits on the day of that great national election re¬

specting which no are now assembled to confer together. It
is not my purpose, on the present occasion, to go into any

f
minute discussion of the great political topics connected with
the preparat ons for (he approaching crisis. I have heretofore,
on many occasion* expressed my opinions on these matters,
and it would be annecessary for me now to repeat them.

I ha»e already stated to you that, in my view of the matter
which now engages the attention of the people, it presents a

question of two sides, and of two sides only ; that is, whether
Gen. Taylor or Gen. Cass is to be the next President of the
United States. If there be any third side to the question, I
am unable to discover it. You are well aware of the fact that
when the name of Geft. Taylor was first brought forward for
nomination as the Whig candidate I opposed it I made this
opposition on general principles, and not from any want of

4 respect for Gen. Tay'or, either as a military man or as n citi-
ren. But it would now be both idle ar.d improper to go back
to these circumstances and explain all the opinions, with their
varieties ar.d degrees, on which that judgment was formed.
The time is now past. Gen. Taylor has been nominated by
the Whig Convention, and he is the only Whig candidate.
Now, I ask, whether the Whigs havo any other courte, in
these circumstances, than to acquiesce in the nomination f

All, I think, will concur with me in the opinion that, if we
propose to soppcrt Gen. Taylor, we are bound to give him a

?u"» generous, manly, and efficient support. A lukewarm,
hesitating, paltry support will do more harm than good.
Now, opp<i*d as I wixs to his nomination, in the first instance,
I am the more desirous to do justicc to Gen. Taylor for the
sterling gor»J qualities and abijities which mark his character.
I believe him to be, as I have already stated, a man of strong
mind, of great integrity, solidity, and sahriety of character"
and of upright conduct and honest intentions. I believe him
also to be a Whig; and I think ho has male himself as

good and sound a platform of political principles to stand upon
^as other people have made for themselvea.

There have been objections stated by ceitain Whigs against
giving their support to General Taylor, which I think alto¬
gether unreasonablo. It is affirmed that he has received the
nomination of 3ome portions of the Democratic party, and that
therefore he ought to receive no Whig votes. Now, this is
surely m«st absurd. If any portion of the Democratic party
choc* to support the Whig candidate, why should such sup¬
port be refosed ? Would we have General Taylor say to those
men who oiler him their suffrages in such a circumstance:
Gentlemen, I cannot take your vote* : I am a which j you are
Democrats : go vote for somebody else !"

Again, there are individuals who feel dissatisfaction at the

Jvowal of General Taylor, that in case of his election he is
etermined to act as the President of the United Sletes, and

not as the President of a party. Now, unless I believed he
would prefer country to party in this manner, 1 would not
give my vote for him. His office is a high office.the duties
.re the duties of a President of the United 8lates; and it is to
the performance of these duties that he must lake his oath.
The President, it is true, is electod by a party ; all the Presi-
dents of the United Stafos since the retirement of Washington
from office have been elected by the votes of a party. But
what chief magiat ate of the United State* ever professed him¬
self to be tf-.e President of a party and not of the country >

. Aa to the prospects of the approaching election, I kiteve
there are .nany who entertain the belief that General Taylor,
by his great popularity, may obtain the votes of many States
not reckoned as belonging to the Whig«. I hope he may;
but let me say that it will not do for ui to rely upon any but
Whig votes for the election of our man. There are Whigs
enough in the country to elect General Taylor if they act with
union, zeal, and energy. Some persons entertain doubts of
this when they see a new party formed in the midst of us.

« No man, however, can doubt what Massachusetts will do in
the coming strugglo. .There arc other gr*at States of the

. middle and western regions. New York, Pennsylvania, and
Ohio.important and trustworthy Whig8tates. But here, as

elsewhere, we find lingering regrets f.w other candidates who
were passed »ver in the Philadelphia Convention. In the
central States I know many good and true men, all sound
W higs, to whom, could i draw them around roe and speak to
them as I do to you, I should Address the language of long
acquaintance, and affectionate friendship. I should say to

^ 'them : "Overcame your dissatisfaction , foiget your disap-
,<ouii inputs; summon the strength of your minds and the en¬
vies of your hearu and strike one resolute and determined

, blow for the good of the counUy."
We havj been for twenty years engaged in a great contro¬

versy of principles. These principles have not changed ; the
principle* of our opponents have not changed ( we are not
changed. The point in which we differ from them ia the
construction of constitutional powers. We hold these con¬
structions from the foundation of the Federal Government; wc
hold them to be based or the judgment pronounced by the
Congress of the United States, by the Judiciary of the United
States, and by Washington himself. Our opponents, on the
other hand, maintain that every man may make a version of
the constitution for himself. We take George Washington
for our constitutional interpreter; they take Andrew Jackson.

Their abuse of the privilege of constitutional interpretation
may be seen in the dangerous extension they have given to
the powers of the Executive, in the practice of arbitrary re¬
moval freni office and the wanton un of the veto power. And
what are their motive*, what their excuses for fhese arbitrary
sUetches of power ' Why, removals from office are necessary
to furnish a division of party spoils, and to keep up party
tiopea and party courage. The veto ia a salutary measure,
mcrow it pots a check upon the action of Congress when it
might interfere with parly purposes.

But, gentlemen, thee* is another great and important topic,
which is now close npon us, and which we must meet face to
"face ere long. It ia the protection of domestic labor and
manufactures, the business of providing a market at home for
the fruits of American industry, and an adequate and staple
compensation for the daily industry of our own citixena. This
matter ia, in my opinion, one of paramount and vital impor-
. a *!'h*P,f*nt moment. I am serioualy and firmly fixed
in the b« lef that without a prompt and effectual revision of
the,revenne system.such a revision as shall establish a system
o discriminating and specific duties on imports.the national
prosperity of this country can never be restored. Now, I
ardly need say that such a thing never will be done under'

the administration of General Cass, should the election -esult

I;" 'JL, T"r' ?*? M ^ already said, the only choice now
lies between him and General Taylor.between the Whig
n Tii " Democratic or Locofoco party. The voices of

a o r aspirants tor the office and all other parties, are mere

2! 0||| .,W "J inkling cymbal. What the Democratic
¦party will do may be ^en by what they have done. I need

h? L r*t r ¥ ,tbe 'mPT0T*"nent of the lak. ami

SaMSt?*" >-.

.J wT ,h"' ,h" ftten,lion of ,h* Whi*«. «nd particularly of
the Whig pre^ has been recently too much called from

rlTv" Aether
Taylor ia a Whig and Mr. Van Buren is a Liberty man we
bave left the great question of the protection to American la
hor untouched. 1 wish to do all in my power to rally the
public judgment to this great interest.

Another very important point fo< our consideration, in con-
noxion with the coming election, is that respecting the foreign
rrlaUong of the country. In what spirit are they to be con¬
ducted In a pacific npiHt or in a spirit of aggrandiiement
and war a spirit in accordance with the wild popular notion

,
Of the '.manifest destiny " of the United Slate* f Now, I
nave said already, and I repeat it, that in my opinion General
«j»ass is the most dangerous man to whom the management of

e '<»r»i«!n relations of our country could powibly be entruat-
With such a man at the head of the Government we

could have no hopes of remaining in a state of honorable
peaoe with our neighbora. The tendency of hia policy i* al
ogeiher towards war, and invasion, and conquest, and the

acquisition of new territory. ShaM we sanction such a policy
by the elevation of this man to olfiue '

There ute some worshippers of tLe new light of "(ret
toil," who are porpetually calling upon us not ti> look back¬
ward, but to look forward. They remind me of ihe distich

Hi ne'er looks backward.ouward Mill he goes,
But ne'er looks forward further than his no*e.

We will look forward a little further, and, looking forward,
let us wee what will happen if General Cass should be elected.
Now, I turn laid before you the political principle*, uccordiug
to which, in my opinion, and in the opinion of sll genuine
Whigs the Government ought to be conducted, and without
which the affairs of this country can never go ou prosperously.
General Cast will tell you that alt these principle* were repu¬
diated at his election. Depeud upon it be will. What man

afler, he is elected, can stand up in Congress and call bran
vision of the tariff, when be is sure to be met with ihe reply
that the people of the United States, by a popultr vote, have
declared that the tariff must lie kept where it is? Who can

complain of the ruinous operation* of the Subueuury, which
is at this moment.a time of great monetary med.with¬
holding millions of dollar* from circulation > Who can com¬

plain of this when he i* certain to be told that the people of
the United States will have it so, and have declsied as much
by electing General Cas* for President >

So much, gentlemen, for the general que*ion of public
politics and public measure*. Recent events hive raimsl an¬

other question, involving matters which ailect the domestic
government of Massachusetts A party has ai«en among u*

calling itself the Free-eoil party. The assumption of such a

name by this party remind* me of a joke madi by Swift, or

some other humorist, on a person who had nade not a very
tasteful use of a I atin pLrase.

Dulce et nclale solum.
Pine word*; I wonder where he *to|i 'em.

Really the exclusive appropiiation of the mme of Frce-*oil
by this party wa* j very bold proceeding. . . .

What ib the history of this so-callcd Free-soi. parly ? Whv
just this. Some years ago a schism brokr out in the De¬
mocratic party of New York. Thi* widaned by degree*,
and at length Mr. Van Bur<n put hiuuelf at the head of the
smaller portion. When Silas Wright wia nominated a *e-

cond time for Governor of New York the two partis* had be-
come very hostile to earh other, and assumed the ri**l name*
of Hunkers and Barnburners, which appellation they continue
to bear to thi* day. It appear*, therefore, that thi* schism in
the Democratic party ia of rather long standing. There was

an actual outbreak years ago among them, and all thi* before
any question al free soil arose in that quarter, and before the
Wilmot proviso or any opposition to slavery as a party princi¬
ple. Down to the period of the annexation of Texas all the
Democratic party followed the party doctrines, and went for
the annexation, slavery extension and all. . . .

I rej*:at that this Buffalo platform, thi* collect of the Barn¬
burner, contain* no new thing that is good 5 it ha* nothing
new which the Whigs of the Middle and Northern States
might,not adopt. But it is going too far for that party to ask
the Whigs of Massachusetts to carry that matter into their
Stain election.
The people of Massachubetts have lately been gratified with

the opportunity of reading an address from the pen of ono of
th«ir oldest, most, respectable, and most distinguished fellow-
citizens, the Hon. Harriron Gray Oti*. This gentleman i*
now in the deciine of life, having yesterday, I believe, com¬

pleted his eighty third year. His suu has rolled onward, till
it now casts its shadow far and far into the east, but the 01 b
itse'f is still bright, placid, and glorious. He has written with
all the vigor of youth and the wisdom of age. I perceive that
some of the new lights who have recently undertaken to in¬
struct the people in regard to their political dutica, have thought
it courteous and digniCed to call the letter of Mr. Otis a hum¬
bug. If 1his be so, the word humbug signifies uncommon
power of composition, great practical wisdom, and a wonder¬
fully clear comprehension of important truths. I wish we bad
more of such bumbug. '

Mr. Otis ha* been long in public service, and in every sta¬
tion he has acquitted himself of his duties to the full approba¬
tion of the people; but, had these services and merits been
otherwise, yet he bears a name which is of itself a claim upon
the regards of the Whigs of the country. He i* of the fami¬
ly of Otis.of that identical James Otis, so distinguished a son

ot this country, who, according to the testimony of John
Adams, was the fiist io put the ball of the American revolu¬
tion in motion. Whatever other men may say, the people of
Plymouth, I ara certain, will hold his memory in high respect
I wish every Whig in thecommonwealth would read Mr. Otis'*
letter, and, after having read it, I would refer tbem to his
speech in the Senate of the United Stat:;* in January, 1820.
I undertake to say that you may make from that speech, with¬
out the addition of a single sentence, as good an anti-flavery
platform as that which has been constructed by the architect*
of the Buffalo Convention.
Some men wbo have been Whigs propose to carry this new

principle into our State electioa, and to revolutionize Massa¬
chusetts. And why ' Because they are dir-aatistfod with the
Philadelphia nomination. Very well. Let them follow the
example of the Whigs of Pennsylvania, who keep their dis¬
satisfaction confined to the Presidential election. What ne¬

cessity exists for carrying it any further '

"1 here ire some Whigs.I hope not many.but I regret to
say that I see some who have been with us for year* in sup¬
porting Governor Brig-* and Lieutenant Governor Reed, but
who have now joined our opponents and attempt to defeat
their election. Why i* thi* > What have Mersr*. Biigg*
and Reed done since last year to low their old friend* ? No-
thing ! What cau#e for compUiot hive ihey given during
their whole life? Nothing at ail! There if not a tingle
word, vote, or act of theirs which these gentlemen can find
fault with, and it aeems to me that these dissentients have
placed themselves in a very extraordinary predicament. They
have not only supported Governor Briggs, but they have ta-
ken office at his hands, and sat at the Council Board with him
year after year, advising and consenting to his measures ! We
may fairly call upon them to give their reason* for this change
in their conduct, and justify themselves in thi presence of an

honest and sensible community.
Now, I judge no man's conscience.that I l»ave to each in¬

dividual himself. But I must say that I envy the feelings of
no person among those to whom I have alludrd when next
month they will have occasion to reflect that they have done
all in their power to defeat the election of the Whig candi¬
dates, without having accomplished a ainglc one of all their

ofyect*. What are the reasons given for their behavior >

VVby, they have set up Mr. Van Buren as a candidate for
I resident, ami Messrs. Briggs and Reed won't vote tor him !
What man ever expected they would > And because they
won t, these men join our enemies, and lend their aid to the
attempt to defeat every Whig in nomination throughout the
state of Massachusetts! . . *

Hut, gentlemen, it is not to be diagoisrd that we are now
in a crisis. Whether we direct our views to the state of af-
airs in the nation at large, or whether wc look only to the
questions of recent origin and the new parties among us at
home in Massachusetts, we see plainly that we are in a con¬

juncture which calls on every Whig in thi* commonwealth to
come forward manf.dly and do his duty. I have no misgiv.
ings as to the result; I can entertain none if I can be assured
of uiiwii ai.d energetic action among the Whigs in maintain¬
ing the conflict. The Whigs of Miasachusctt* are notdaunt-
ed , they are not accu.tomed to be daunted at th" prospect of
opposition ; it is not their nature. They have made their
most determined and successful efforts under circumsunces of
great discouragement, and I have no doubts As to their success
on this accasion.

Fellow-citizens of Plymouth county, I here terminate what
I have to offer you in public, and on the grent political ques-
tions now before the country. I deeply regret thst any thing
should have taken place to impair the strength of the Whig
party, or to cloud its prospects, for I firmly and sincerely be¬
lieve Umt its success is intimately blended with the preserva-
!i°" ,ho constitution and the great interests of the country.
I ha Whig parry pay encounter misfortnnes, it nisy commit
mistakes, but I for one shall follow its fortunes, because I sm
moire willing to trust myself and trust the iovernment of the
country to the principles and policy of the Whig party than to
any other.

' '

The Whig party according to my belief, has come down
to us from George W ashington ; it is a party comprising much
of intelligence, wisdom, and patriotism m all quarters , our

country North, South, Ess., and Wort. It is not a local
party. But it ia no easy thing, in a countrv so large snd so

pocul.sra* our own, to construct and keep' together a partv
which shall not t» local, but shall have its jUKt ,.d pr0pi in.

,rwVn *ytTJ
,

1 be''eTe 'hi* to be the esse with
the Whig party, and I look to it* preservation.even if it be
kept in a minority for twenty years-as the means of render
ing great good to the country. I am, therefore, for support¬
ing steadily and with alacrity the Whig nominations, and
f look to the success of such a course as the only means of es¬

cape from great and threatening dangers.
[Daring the whole of his discourse Mr. WER(TIR wag |jt.

tened to with the most intense interest.the breathless silence
of the auditory being interrupted only by pea|, app|auM>> al
the mjre effective and striking points of the orator. Mr.
Webster sat down amid the long-continued and enthusiastic
cheering of all present, leaving on Iheir minds a deep sense

of the importance of the appro.ithing crisis, and of the solemn
earnestness and sincerity with which he had resolved to apply
the great power* of his mind to the service of the country in
this momentous conjuncture. The feeling that prevailed wa*

one of unmixed gratification Courier.)
OsrrrsL Pi *i*h*«*t i* Michioai*..It Nain< tj,at the

people of Michigan are getting tired of thoir law for the aho
btion of capital punishment The Detroit Dnily Adrcrti.vr
".ja that in consequence of the growing increase of enme in
ine State since the abolition of capital punishment, and a par¬
ticular manifestation of it to the grand juror* of Wayne county
®y i'h« presence of three different individual* charged with
murder at the present term of court, we understand they have
unanimously adopted a memorial to the legislature, asking
for a restoration °f that penalty which alone prevent* a man
from assailing the lifo of his follow.

GENERAL TAYLOR.

We hare heard it remarked by some of the most
intelligent" and unbiassed persons of our country
that of all the eminent men who have filled the Pre¬
sidency, or have been presented to the country as

worthy of that high office, General Taylor ap¬
proaches nearer to the character of General Wash¬
ington than any other; and profound as is the re¬

spect which vie cherish for the memory ol some

of those eminent citizens, and feel for the persons
of others, we are free to confess our belief in the truth
of the remark. The same simplicity of manners,
the same modesty, plainness, temperance, courage,
self-dependence, firmness, strong judgment, justness,
moral purity, and indexible honesty, which so emi-
neudy distinguished the Father of his Country, are

found to mark, in a most striking degree, the charac¬
ter of Gen. Taylor. We have been led to give ex¬

pression to this opinion by an article which we find
iii a Southern paper, tracing a parallel between the
acts and published sentiments of these two illustri¬
ous men, the resemblance between whom, we honest¬
ly believe, will beconic more and more apparent with
every new development of the mental, moral, and
intellectual characteristics of the living hero. For
the gratilirition of our readers we subjoin the arti¬
cle to which we have alluded :

moM THfc IIV ORLKABS B1 LUTI*.

The feeling that there is a resemblance between
General Washington and General Taylor has
been a long time impressed upon the public inind,
and it is remarkable that, since the days of Wash-
ikgton, no man but General Taylor has been
thought to possess in any thing the same extraor¬
dinary character.
The followiug parallel, though hastily drawn,

will shadow forth the reasons why General Tay¬
lor is thought to resemble General Washington ;
for it alludes only to matters familiar to all, but
probably not before so intimately contrasted :

(ieieral Wa*hi»«tosi, occupied >. be by military
matter*, never abindoned the dut.es nor lost it* character of
one of the best practical planter* of Virginia.

General Tailor, although be ha» ln>en in active m.litary
service for more than forty year*, i* one of the roosl practical
atid succeaaful farmer* and planter* in Louisiana.
When General Wa»hisotosi wai railed upon to sign a

death-warrant, he was tilled with aorrow, and could hardly
control his pen.
When the deserter* of our array, ta';en at Buena Vista,

were announced to Gen. Tatlob, he remark d that "blood
enough had been already *hed," and ordered that the wretches
should be driven from our line*.

General Washi.ngtok wm distinguished for his strict tem¬

perance.
General Tatlob nevrr drink* any tiling but water.

Every one under the command of Washihutoii bad the
fullest reliance in his justice, and confidently applied to him
when they thought tbey bad beea wronged or oppressed.

Every soldier in General Tatlob * army, however hum¬
ble, and in whatever difficulty, instantly looked to him for
redress.

Gen. Washikgtow made it a personal matter to see that
his prisoners were well treated and cared for.

Gen. Tailor gave to La Vega a letter of credit, to use, il
necessary, while a prisoner of war, and distributed provision*
at Buena Vista among the famishing Mexican*, to be at his
own expense if not sanctioned by the Government.

Gen. Washihi;tox we* seldom betrayed into the exhibi¬
tion of great emotions.

Gen. Tatlob, in a conversation with some gentlemen, re¬

cently, remarked that he had made it a study through life to

conUol his feeling*.
Gen. Washim;to* distinguished himself before he was

thirty years of age as a successful commander on the fronUer.
Gen. Tatlok, at the commencement of his military life,

fought against the Ii.diana, and defended Fort Harrison when
he was but twenty-eight yssrs of age.

Gen. Washixutcn was remarkable for the clearness of hi*
military despatches, and for his epistolary correspondence.
" Gen. Taylor's military exploits are not the cuusss of his

popularity ; they are only the occasions for the display of bis
sound judgment, energy of character, lofty and pure sense of

justice, and incorruptible honesty. He has as much reputa¬
tion for what he has written as for what he has done.". Gen.
Pirnifcr F. Smith.
Gen. Washington was never wounded in battle, although

in severely contested engagements, as at Princeton, Monmouth,
and Brandy wine. He headed his troops, and was mu'h
exposed.

_ .

Gen. Tatlor was never wounded in battle, although he

always freely exposed himself to the enemy's fire, and at Bue
na Vista charged at the head of his troops in the last and most

desperate struggle for victory.
Gen. Washikktos inspired hi* soldier* with the idea tha

his piesence was sufficient to make tbem invincible.
"Gen. Tailor's presence in any part of the field was

sufficient not only to change despair into hope, but to givoi
assurance of victory, and dispel all doubt of ultimate triumph.

[Co/. Bragg.
Gen. Wasiiikoto* was an early riaer, methodical in hi*

habita, and exacting of himself.
Gen. Tatlor is up with the sun, and accomplishes a great

deal of labor by hi* love of order, and never relaxes from hi*

eonstsnt duties.
Oen. Wash t*<; top rose with circumstances, and wa> ever

equal to the task imposed upon him, whether in the held or

cabinet.
.

"1 learnt of Gen. Tailor's sound judgment and inex¬

haustible energy in Florida, but I did not then properly esti¬
mate the other and high-minded points of his chsracter. In
the campaign on the Kio Grande I saw him tried under all cir¬
cumstance*, and he always came out pure gold."

, [Gen. Pertifer F. Smith.
Gen. Washivotos impre**ed all who beheld him with the

aublime aense of hi* exalted character, and displayed it in the
smallest as well as the most important acts of his life.
" Every thing Gen. Taylor saya, as every thing he does,

is maiked by the purity and greatness of his own character."
[6'en. Persifer F- Smith.

Gen. Wassisotoi*, while in the field, frequently wrote

loog and particular letters to the manager of hts estate, re¬

garding the kind of crops to be planted, and the disposition U>

he ma le of smsll tracts of land..See hi* Correspondence.
Gen. Tatlor has ever pursued the aame course, and just

before the battle of Bnena Vista found time to write a long
letter to his business agent, in which wa* mentioned the most

minute particulars of the manner to eany on his plantation.
Washiubtor'b fame, on it* firat inception, called forth the

admiration of the military chieftaina of Pruasia, Frederick the
Great being loud in bia approbation.

8TxrH*sa, the traveller, tell* us that, while at Berlin, Baron
Humboldt informed him that the present King of Prussia and
his military council had with the greatest interest followed (ten.
Tatlor through hi* whole route on the Rio Grande and fully
appreciated his difficulUes at Buena V iata.

(ten. Wasbuotoi* was remarkable for reading at once the
character of those he cams in contact with, and of pulling a

true estimate on their value.
All who have intercourse with General Tatlor bear wit¬

ness to his astonishing knowledge of men and of his true es¬

timate of character.
Gen. Washi*otok would only sccept of the Presidency

independent and untrammelled.
Gen. Tatlor has repeatedly, in writing on the same sub¬

ject, almost used (sen. Washington's expressions, from a mere

similarity of thought and feeling.
" Should it become absolutely necessary for roe to occupy

the station to which your letter pre-supposes me, (the Presi¬
dency,) I have determined to go into it perfectly free from all
engagementa of every nature whatsoever.".Vnatkngton to

Lafayette.
ii i| elected to the Presidential office it must be without any

agency of mine* own, and to those duties I must go untram¬

melled by party pledges of every character ".Gen. Taylor
to J. A. Mrkey, Etq.
"I may, however, with gtsat sincerity, and, I believe,

without offending against modesty or propriety, say to you,
that I most heartily wish the choice to which you allude might
uot fall upon me.".Washington to Gen. Lincoln.

«< could he be ilected (some one more experiencod in
State pfUurfi) I would cot nay that I would yield my proten-
sions, for I have not the vanity to believe that I have any for
that distinguished station ; but would acquiesce not only with
pleasure in such arrangem! nt, but would rejoice that the re¬

public had selected a citizen more worthy and better qualified
than I am, to discharge the important duties appertaining to

that position, and no noubt there are thousands.".General
Tat/Ihi to J- Ingervo/l.
The striking parallel between Clen. Washington

and Gen. Taylor could be continued, but the eub-
sequent events of Gen. Taylor's life will complete
the resemblance, by placing him in the same high
civil office, where he will wield a similar influence,
not only for the good of his country, but for the
good ofmankind..A'. O. Bulletin.

MEETING IN MASSACHUSETTS.

A letter to the Boston Atlas gives an animated
account of a Whig Mass Meeting at Dracut, in that
State, on the 7th instant. We extract the following:
« By the time the raw-tint; was organised our old friends

and invited guests, the Rough and Heady Club from Lowell,
arrived, accompanied by a splendid bras* band, playing some

soul-inspiring music, filling our meeting-bouse to overflow¬
ing, and cramming us in every corner. There were from
four to five hundred of them, and truer and better Whigs
canuot be found in this Union. They arc always ready to
do good service, is you know, and this fall, you may rest
assured, will roll Up a goodly majority for Old Zack, and no
mistake. We bad fuil two thousand present.
"At 74 o'clock the Hon. Abhott Lawrkkce made his

appearance, and was received with cheer upon cheer, till be
had ascended the platform, and was introduced to the a-jdi
ence by the President of the evening. The speech of Mr.
Lawrence was, without exception, the very bert epccch of
the season in this vicinity that it has been my good lortune to
listen to. His speech was a fair, candid, honest, keen, strong,
impressive, and convincing argument.just ono of those
speeches which appealed to the hearts of our honest farmers
and other eitixens present. His speech has dono more to

enlighten the minds of our people here than all other speeches
in this vicinity. It openid the eyes of some of our "new
fledged" Free Soil friends wonderfully ; and h3 exposed tho
Van tturen humbug clearer and plainer than I ever heard it
juoe before, and was most effective* in convincing some of
them of their wrong and suicidal course. He fairly electri-

j tied his audience for two hours, as not a person left the meet-
i.g bous« while he was speaking. Three different times be
attempted to stop, but was requested by hundreds of voices
from all p»rtsof the meeting house to go on. He finished
his address in an eloquent appeal for all present to do tbeir

! whole duty, and get others to do their duty likewise, and vo-
lunteer our services to elect worthy Old Zack., who never

surrenders, and who depended in all his successful battles on

I his volunteers. He was most enthusiastically cheered through¬
out bis address, especially when he alluded to the old gun in-
heiited from his father, which his worthy sire suouldored at

Qroton, am used at Bunker Hill with good effect, in the de¬
fence of good old Middlesex, and the whole country. He
closed his speech amidst thunders of applause."

Mb. CORWIN AT CINCINNATI.

FROM THI CIBCIBBATI CHRONICLE OF OCTOBKR 10.
The meeting yesterday afternoon to hear Mr. L'orwin was

by far the largest crowd ever assembled in this city, and per¬
haps the Is.fest that ever met in sny city on the continent.
The choice of a lot for the place of meeting was unfortunate,
being a level where comparatively few of the immense audi¬
ence could see or bear the speaker. Thousands of ladies and
gentlemen, however, were accommodated, ind enjoyed the
delight auu instruction which the most fascinating orator of
America poured out for two hours.
Long btfoio the appointed hour, thousands of ladies and

gentlemen were thronging the streets, eagerly bending their
steps to the old orchard on Sixth street. The stand, the treos

aroui.d, and the adjoining streets were decorated with flags,
banners, and devices. The orchard wss filled with dense
masses of men, aud the tops of houses were covered, and the
ireas around, from the lowest to ths topmost branches, tilled
with men. »uch a scene ol tagsr anxiety to hear an orator

never before was witres «d. We have heard the number ol

persons assembled estimated as bigh as thirty thousand, but
fiom the nature J the jround we su| pose not ofcra than ten

thousand were s j situated as to be able to bear.
The meeting was organized by the appointment of Hon

Wat. K. Bonn, President, Josiab Lawbbbcb, Jons P.
Footi, and Col. Jm»a Tttua, Vice Presidents, and W.
E. Braubcbt and A. B. Cobwibk, Nscwtanes.
Ci Boss delivered a short tut highly appropriate address

in opening the nxeting.
Ex Governor Mitxalu, of Kentucky, was then present¬

ed to the meetin:, who spoke for a short time in his usual
fervid and elequri.' mai.ner.

Mr. Coawm :hen followed in an argument of two hours,
such as all those who were fortunate enough to hear U will
sustain as in pronouncing a master effort of not only oratory,
but of eloqaene aid logic. We cannot aUempt to give any
description of it; for it is beyind our power to do justice to

it. Suffice it U say that it added to his already unequalled
reputation for el>»!uenoe and oratery, and that the truths he
uttered were en;»haticB'.ly seed sown tn good ground. We
know it product-J a prodigious etlinct, which wiM be seen and
felt at the ballot-t>oxes to-day and on the 7th of November
neat. *

We are informed (says the Marll.orougb Gaietie) by per¬
sons from diflerrnt sections of Prince George's and the lower
counties of Msryland, that a much larger quantity of wheal
ha* been put in the ground than in farmer seasons. Many
planters intend to curtail iheir tobacco land, with a view of
lessening this cr.ip. The crop of tobacco of 1M7 was for be»
|ow the average; and a gentleman recently from Baltimore
informs us that up to the 1st of October instant only alwut

17,000 hhds. had been inspected, and some of Ibis was of the
rrop of 1846, which had beer held back on account of the
very lo% price* It is supposed that the crop ofl <47 fell Aort
of an average one by more tha.i a third.

Hkatt Dabaubs..In the Circuit Court held at New-
burgh (N. Y.) list week, Gilbvbt W. Olitib recovered
a verdict of $8,<H)0 again* the New York and Erie Rail
road Companv, as competeslion for severe injuries sustained
by him four yeara ago, making h.m a cripple for life, by an

accident to the train in which he was. The ereidert was

caused by a detect in one ol ,the wheels, which broice, and
the cars were throwu into a gully.

Cascaltibs ib Fbavcf..The Living Age compiles fuwn
French documents some interesting staDrtics of casualties tn

France. The number drowned in that country tn the year
184* waa » crush*1 to death by horses and vehicles
624! fatal railroad accidents, 45. A very faverabla compa-,
rison for the railroads. The cabriolets of Paris stake the

greatest num'.wr of cases fn tfie hospitals. the suicides
in 1*48, over 100 ware of per-ons under 21 years ef age.

HtneopMOBia..Dr. T. N Hslfer, of York, Pennsylvania,
publishes an account of a cu-e performed in a decided case »»f j
hvdro;>bobis, the patient beiwc * lad twelve years of age. The
bov was bitten in April laet; the unquestionable symp«»ms did »
not appear until the 3d of October. The treatment and re-1
suit are thus described

.» l>rs. Mcllvfiin and Fisher were called in coneultstion,
and the patient was ordered two grains of act tale of lead and
two grains Dover's powder 'very four hours . to drink freely .i

diluted acetic acid, and have his spine freelv ruhbed with
equal parts of Granville'e lotion and olive oil. I nder this
treatment (although but little wss hoped) he commenced in
ten hours to show symptom* of smendmeut, and has he*n
gradually improving to this time. He has now taken aighty !
grains of each article, without prodocing any other seosiWs
effect upon bis system thin tranqoillmng ihe spasms and pro
ducing sound sleep. He is at present very much tVbilitatrd,
bnt cra»ea foot! and water; rest* well, and is anxious to be at

play with his asaociatea. Should any change occor in his j
case, I shall send you the result."

Dmastbovs Fibf. at Matsviilc..The Maysville Herald
mentiens the total deetruction by fire on Saturday morning,
7ih instant, about 3 o'clock, of tlie large frame building occu¬

pied by J. T. Crook dt Co. for breaking unrolled hemp, to¬
gether with all the ingenious and costly machinery er -eted
under the superintendence of our friend Dr. Leavitt. The
Herald learns that tha loaa is estimated at about $8,000, of
which sum only $1,500 waa insured The fire is believed to
have been the work of an incendiary, and but little doubt .!-
ista of the fire having had such an origin.

POLITICS or THE 1)Xy.
fro* rii *. f. ABvcari

The Oman's Last Pamuysm.The venerable
^'Pfcr if ,hc uo.1 »uscf|»tibit-

gentleman of whom we have any knowledge. The
succession of set ere assaults upon his feeiiw .
without precedent for rapidity and com»u.ncy. One

S r8!? "" fg°ny °f terrur *nd despondency
ie«t the Union be incontinently dissolved bv a

majority in the House on ihe Wilmot proviso or a

reject,on of the Senate's proposed compromise;
the next he is lifted to the si, ies by an a^urauce
from some unknown Tom Nokes in Wisconsin
that " the State is safe for Cass and Butl-r." To¬
day he is cheered to the very top-notch of joyous
exultation by a speech from some Democratic ora¬
tor, or a paragraph from some Democrat* editor .

to-morrow he is horrified by the atrocious senti¬
ment of some rantipole Barnburner. Hi* oriran

biir'oT ,hi:;r( k'y..bui .iw"'"«u'« "¦»

His latest paroxysm has been brought on by an
innocent, harmless little missive from (Jen. Tavlor

ZT1 !l *niWer,t? so,neobtrusive Democrat, whJ
took the liberty of bothering the old General with
a string ol impertinent questions, no doubt with the
express purpose of sending .he reply to be publish¬ed in the Union. See with what an ecstasy of af¬
fright and tribulation the trembling official ap¬
proaches the disastrous portent:
8ntL Munt Extraohdijiaht Letter Of all the ¦¦ I

duc?£? ofUal7nth 0fa" the T'g<> *nd pro-
th»th^«1 qU°fr and fer,eet,y inexplicable epi.t;*.
i,!. ,h

" 761 8een the l,«fct ,roni^ P«n ol Gen. TaykT
surely the one now under our immediate tye, and sent u* for

m«k2!r We Ldi8UDtff*^ " U U the ,no" ""

again, with| the moat un^ualifiilTmaMmem."nTc^.
if" a COI".un'callon «o very serioualv alooting the intel-
licence,or rather the positive want of all gmeral injurma-
tu,n, evinced by the Whig candidate for the 1'reaidenry. But
.we will at once open up this singular budget.

I he letter in question was written many months ago. Had

vendon*"wo ° <U"y k.n°,Wn PrevioU810 the Philadelphia (Jon-

si ,n thai yJh" 8r®rrCe y brln*ourmind810lhe powtble conclu-

wardt .!lch Y,<>rr,J eTCr have b»«> «*on«h'
M . , ^ .

hlgh antl responsible truat as that of Chief
Magistrate of the American republic.

'

it ii?h f!1?*" communicating the letter to us accompanies
" with the following explanatory note :

Dear Sir . I tak- 0' J ) °rT0**H 1°.
letter imm r.., r i

°' *cndinK you the enclosed

worth nothing.'" Stick ^n^'re'''' If'LT'tfl **

ter, and it £ doubted, youmen^.Eo^ #oil

ol the Staii»
10 one in this section

.feie"T:: wS"lbe"°t"Ti"d if" p-
than half il.oi,. .....i

8 c»nnot give in this county more
than half then usual m.jonty, it that. Voura, respectful^.
un.rnlrtrh.We Pre8t>m thLe (Jen,f»1'8 mo« «n«oi»r, moat

to him
" re,Pon" to lhe 'nquiriea thua fkirly addressed

Sir i ,
Baton Rovoe, (La.) March 29, 1848.

tions of domestic policy.
' K } VW'W* on cert1"" 1uet"

I her to inform : ou that I have uniformly declined vieldimr

Sr±rp^ i;,LheIKHef tl,W n'J pinion", e n i f
nor^iecesslrv 11 ^ U"ite<1 Su,cs.^ "either importan
" L 7 ; "n,i 1 tp *,,d th»l' *ee no reason lor de-
psrting, the present ii.sUnce, from that course.

servant
"fDt"Ue0U °, much ^M^t, 1 am, sir. your obedient

Z. TAYLOK.
And upon this the editor of the Union goes off

into half a column of the direst expletives he can
turn his pen to, plentifully interspersed with bie
I^PITALS and slanting italics. But, after all. what

i,utIW, T ?rat dreadful bombshell Kes
hid in the ten l.nes of Gen. Taylor ? And v ill the
organic editor never learn that the people are heart-
ly sick and tired of having the President held up
to them as the controlling power, the guiding and
creating spirit, the very essence and soul of their

.°Zi ;r^K,nent ?,Can he not be made
Uiallthe people want, and will have, an Ex¬

ecutive who will content himself with beinxr their
fc-xectiuye to do their will.to carry into effect
their opinions, and not his own ? It seems a hard
Ies.*on to him, but he will have to learn it.

rao* THE JTKW TURK COURIER AND E*<iriRLR.

Every body (unless it be the Onion) knows that
Gen. J aylor declared his belief, in the first Allison
letter, that the » personal opinions o( the individual
who may happen to occupy the Executive chair"
ought not to control the action of Congress ; that it
is no part ol the President'® duty to dra?oon Con¬
gress into making laws to suit him : and that each
department of the National Government should be
eft to its proper sphere. The Constitution of the
United Stales declares, in its very first article, that

.
ALL If^talive power shall be vested in Con¬

gress ; and it is Gen. Taylor's opinion that this
provision of the constitution was not intended to be,
what the practice of Locofocoism for some time past
has well nigh made it, a dead letter. He has declared

beI,ef i.iiat1 the theory of our Government, in this
respect, is in danger of undergoing a serious chance:
that it has come to be considered^ a matter of course
that the I resident, by the use of the veto power,
shall coerce Congress into passing laws to suit him,
or p.iss none; and that the Executive department,
instead of being what the constitution designed it
should be, thus seeks, and is likely to engross, all
the (unctions of Government. This is the very
dancer so earnestly deprecated by Jeffkrson and
Madiso*, and the other founders of our republic.
It is precisely the danger against which the people
were so often and so solemnly warned in the wri-
tings of those great men.

That our readers may see that these statements
are entirely true, we copy a few of the many de¬

clarations upon this subject that abound in their
works. Mr. Jefi-erson, in a letter to Gen. La-
Jaysttk, dated November 4. 1823. which may be
louod in the fourth volume of his works, page 385

says1* ^ ^ d'V'*'on r»"ies then existing,'
"*fo: <>* &««.*« and

rhrr"k the "prrxntt'i"
'Zt c^uU, T'l by th* buIw"k

JVJ.TtT W rnU" ,£nmed»"'y genetate

.AfSi 'n(a ,CUer 10 'he e,dcr Ada*»' da«ed June
is 1.1, referring to the same subject, he says .

r"Z'*r«,ntVr nvbM:^rh «° rvr theOo-

hrZXk rr°"' lbt 0n*10 theporn,
tar branrh, the other the mnrt ptrmanent branches and to
rt end tW |iermanenre. Here vou and I aemrated for the

moe, arxl ^ we h,d been longer than manT^lheUh
"Hi °Ur ,hrr"fore mon to our

^2"'^ ,h' P ^ eon«ideretl you as thinking wrh
h-J'"» a..

nt0°a.,",itb*m b«« the coloe-u.

heJ w«h the people, and that the moment
to Mirea that h« nretmvr, if a M.mocial, will he over^,,m»

ii^ ®^.r,].n,M'''4n cimatitoenia« ifa Republican
tkat thing;

r!,rliM P<,Liod'in 4 letter d"*d Oc
' ITW. expressing his apprehensions of the

tendency ol Gen. Hamilton's policy, he says :
" If the equilibrium ol the three feat bodiea n.

.^.n i

ZJStlrJ!**7i£iZi.ww **the ****«

.rrnnn7J-" i'1 po*,ihle for any man to occupy the

LT l ^rrER,"^' Up°n lhi" suhjftct, more ex¬

actly than General Taylor does at this moment!
fifLl to,

that dur,n« lhe past ten or
fifteen years the President has been constantly en¬
croaching more and more on the fnnetions of the
National Legislature: that «the Executive has su al-

lowed up the Legislative branch." And, adopting*fully the opinions of Jefferson upon this subject, he
*. leela uneasy" a; the prospect. He fears its issue,
knowing thai it must derange utterly our republican
syt-tent of government, and break up the harmoni¬
ous relation of it* srveral departments. He desires,therefore, to bring back the (vovemment to the prac-| tice of its early day«; to restore to its administra¬
tion the principled of Jefferson.to secure fair playJ for the republican sentiments of the popular branch.
He accordingly declares that, if elected President*he would so use the powers of his high office as to
bring about this result. He would pay respect anddeference to the will of the people, as-embodied in
the acts of their immediate representatives in Con¬
gress. He would not seek to force his personalopinion* upon them as their rule of action. He
would not attempt to coerce them into a system of
legislation which should suit him. He would leave
them without bias or influence, so far as the Execu¬
tive department is concerned, free to legislate as
they should deem expedient, and would do his best,
within the limits prescribed by the constitution, to
carry that legislation into full and complete effect.

Standing before the people thus, the representa¬
tive of the principle of popular sovereignty, seek¬
ing no personal ascendency, desiring the office from
no love of }»ower, from no wish to control the peo¬ple or dictate to their representatives in the enact¬
ment of laws, Gen. Taylor frankly declares, when
beset by impertinent solicitation from his enemies,
that he intends to make the constitution and the
tm/l of the people, and not his personal desires or
opinions, his rule of action if elected President;
and therefore he does not think it " important or
necessary" to spread his opinions before the coun¬
try. Nothing can be more truly republican, more
entirely in harmony with his previous declarations
than this. It commends itself to the popular judg¬
ment every where as truly democratic, as thoroughlyin consonance with the sentiments of Jefferson anil
the early founders of the republic. Yet hear the
Union.the organ of a professedly " Democratic'*
Administration.declaim and storm about it:
"And does be, can be, rely upon the gullibility of the peo¬

ple of thia country to swallow it ' Can they bliuilly rush on
the precipice now yawning before them ? Does he suppose
them such imbeciles, auch miserable dupea, at* not to compre¬hend what ia an plainly placed before tbem > Look around
you, friend*. We solemnly &#k you to look around you ere
it be too lale. Your right* are invaded.your principles
trampled upon. Avoid, we entreat you.avoid, by a tinjely
resolution, the fata! snare* flung around your path to delude
and entrap you," &c.

This is really heartrending. Gen. Taylor de¬
clares that his own opinions shall not be forced up¬
on the country in place of the popular will; and
the organ adjures the people to resist this " invasion
of their rights !" It implores them, by its love of
spoils, to beware of the " fatal snares " by which
their will shall be made supreme in the national le¬
gislation ! We doubt not they will be duly thank¬
ful for the advice.

MASSACHUSETTS axd CONNECTICUT PEDLARS.

"One day," raid the Bay State pedlar, "as I was driving
along, a fellow with a load of tin came out of a by-road, and
followed right along in my tracks. Mister," said I, " which
way are you going }'
" Going ahead ! Don't you aee 1" aaid he.
" Yes," says I; "I reckon we had better tnke different

roads, else only one of ua will sell any tin. What say you '**
" Yea, we will. You may go ahead and aell all you can,

and then I'll sell as much again as you."
" Why, will you sell so much cheaper
" No; I'll get more for every article."
" Well, I don't see how you can do it."
" Try it, and I'll show you. I'll stop here while you drive

to that house yonder, and sell all you can. Start on your
team a little, and then come back for your whip or something
you have dropped, and you can see how I aell."

" Well," said I; so I drove up to the house and went in,
and spoke to (he old gentleman, who was reading the news¬

paper. " How de do says I; but he didn't mind any thing
about me.

" Want to buy any tin pans, peil*, or cups, or any thing
" No."
" I'll sell cheap, and take almost any thing in pay."
" Don't want none."
" But just look at my lot ; it is the completes! you ever

saw."
" Don't want to."
" Weil, I really wish I could sell you something. You real¬

ly think you can't buy
"No; don't want nothing."
So 1 went out and started on my hrree. " Whoa," says

I ; now I'll aee what that Connecticut fellow can do." So (
walks back to the house. " I didn't leave my whip here,
didl'"
" Haiiit seen it)" said the old man. keeping on reading ad¬

vertisements. Then the Connecticut fellow came in.
" How Car is it to a tavern
" Half a mile," said tbe old man.
" I'm as dry as a codfish. I'll take some of your water,'*

walking up to a table, and taking up a pewier mug. " Oh,'*
said he, " it is cider ?" making believe that he was going to
set it down.
" Drink it," e&id the old man ; and he did.
"That's royal good cider; you make that for your own

use { can't buy such aa that; if I had a barrel of that in Bos¬
ton, I'd get five dollars for it. How did you make it
" Made it out of apples."
" Did you ' Well, they must have been extraordinary good

ones.every one ol them fit to make mince pies of. Got &
large orchard, haint you, Squire tn

.. No."
" First-rate, what there ia on it, then. Got a snog house

here, too ; havo't aeen many booses 1 like as well as this, and
I've seen a good many in my day. Real anug house,'' look¬
ing round as if hunting a stray fly. " How many rooms up
stairs *n
" Four, and all finished off," seid the old woman, who was

ironing. On that he torned right around and made all his
talk to her.
" Four, and all finished ofli and furnished ! Yon are

thriving like all natur! Got smart girls enough to till them
all up f"
" No, only one."
" Well, one good one is enough ; belter than three or four

ordinary ones. How old is she "'

" Eighteep."
"Eighteen ' She'll be married before ling, I reckon. Not

many girls like yours live to be old maids."
" I don't think slie'll be an old maid."
" 8be looks like you, don't she, now » I've beard of her;

ahe's as handsome as a picture. What a handsome setting out
you'll give her!"

"Yes, I've got five pair of linen sheets and four covgrlids
that I made for her this summer. I mean, if she ever does
get married, that she shall have aa good a setting out aa any
body."
"So I would, and you are able to do it. Now I think of

it, 1'te got a lew first-rate thing* that I mean to carry home
to somebody ; you can gnexe who, (winking.) I've been of¬
fered more than they are worth, but I would not sell tbem ;
but I've a mind to let you have them for that girl of yours. I
don't know though as I can let 'em go. Betsey will expect
tbem. But come, you may look at them."
So tbe old woman put on her specs, and went out with him

to his wagon. He dug to the bottom, and hauled out «>me

pans and pail* just like those on top. " Here they are : (
keep them stowrd away out of eight; the genuine Lafayette
tin come from France. The more you uee tbem the brighter
they grow ; they never need scouring."
" What's the price of these common ones aaid she point¬

ing to some just like those he had in his band.
" Five shillings, and these are ten ; the Lafayette tin cost

nine and sixpence ; but for that pretty girl's aake, that looks
so much like you, they say, I'll let you have a few for seven
shillings."
So be went on talking till be sold her more than five dol¬

lars' worth of ware not nigh as good as mine, and at a good
deal higher prices.
When he started on, says be, " How much did you aell"*
" None."
" Ah, you didn't come from Connecticut."
Ga tin-at as or Collkoks..The following table' presents

i the number of graduates at '.he recent commencements of tbe
College* of New England, New York, and New Jersey :

Harvard University, Massachusetts, oO t Williams LoHef,
do., 43; Amherst, do. do., 32 ; Yale, do., Connecticut, 89;
Trinity, do. do., 13 < Wesleyan University, do., Itt Dart¬
mouth College, New Hampshire, 61 | Brown University,
Rhode Island, 30; Vermont, do., Vermont, 24 Middfebury
College, do., 10 t Bowdoin do., Maine, 33 i Weterville do.,
6 ; ColumSa do., New York, 23 « Union College, do., !>0 ;
Hamilton do. do., 36« Geneva Colkge, New York,' 14 *
New York City University, 27 ; Madison do. do., 15 < Col¬
lege ofNew Jersey, New Jersey, 71 ; Rutger's College, do.,
14 ; Washington College, Pennsylvania. 36. Total in Col¬
leges, 741. The average number ,to each 2ft. Union and
Yale have the largest number, and Waienille and Middleburj
the least.


